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Hawkins, " a gay young woman/' showed signs
of repentance. Wesley, delighted, after long and
frequent catechisings, admitted her to the com-
munion table. This very much upset the other
ladies, and their husbands, and even split the
Methodists. Charles, more rigorous than John,
who always leant towards charity, was " perverse"
on this point; Ingham and Delamotte sided with
Charles in thinking Mrs. Hawkins a hypocrite ;
Oglethorpe was unsound, and Wesley had to
reprove him. The bickerings among the women
grew ever fiercer, the tension among the men
terrific. Wesley, harassed, decided that he must
take no pleasure in food and drink, for the only
times at which he was at all at peace were when
he was learning German to be able to talk with
the Moravians.

Then there were storms ; seas burst into the
cabin, and Wesley found to his horror that he was
unwilling to die. He was therefore unfit. There
were some, indeed, who, supported by the sailors,
declared there had been no danger, but that
merely showed that they were true cowards, who
did not dare face even the idea of death. The
only people who seemed unalarmed were the
Moravians. " In the midst of the psalm where-
with their service began ... the sea broke over,
split the mainsail in pieces, covered the ship, and
poured in between the decks, as if the great deep
had already swallowed us up. A terrible scream-
ing began among the English. The Germans